Nursing and medical organisations set to publish open response after Afghanistan attacks

Concern for wellbeing of Afghans caught in attacks
By Karen Murray UK HEALTH professionals are pre senting a 'united front' in the aftermath of the first attacks against Afghanistan to safeguard the health needs of the Afghan population.
In a proposed response, already endorsed by the RCN, nursing and medical organisations 'unreserv edly condemn' the attacks on New York and Washington, but stipu late that the 'paramount concern' of health professionals should be the Afghan people and others in the region whose health and well being is at risk.
Nearly 170,000 Afghans are thought to be suffering from star vation despite aid being delivered. They also face a range of diseases, including dysentery, tuberculosis, malaria and highly contagious Crimean-Congo fever.
According to the joint state ment: 'There is an urgent need to monitor the health of the popula tion as events unfold and to make this information widely known and acted upon in a way appropri ate to the people of that country.
'In the longer term, we urge that in formulating foreign policy governments should assess the im pacts of their proposed actions on the health and human rights of their own people and those likely to be affected in the wider world. ' The International Council of Nurses (ICN) has called for moves to ensure the delivery of humani tarian relief.
Chief executive officer Judith Oulton said: 'Safe delivery of food and medical supplies required for nurses and others to assist the swelling numbers of displaced per sons in Afghanistan is a priority.' She added that the ICN believes it is critical that all efforts are made to limit the effect of military at tacks on the civilian population.
Nigel Impey of the Londonbased aid charity Merlin, which has approximately 60 staff based in Afghanistan, said it was too early to say what impact this week's attacks would have on their work in the region.
Mr Impey said: 'The plight of the people on the ground is our main concern. We know these people were already suffering.' 
Forces short of trained nurses
